
What is the Oklahoma Clearinghouse for Early Childhood Success?
The Oklahoma Clearinghouse for Early Childhood Success (Clearinghouse) contains a collection of research-
based and practice-based resources for a broad range of audiences, including parents, relatives who care for
children, teachers, providers and policy-makers. These resources have been rated by the Clearinghouse
Committees. Besides having a broad array of resources available online, the Clearinghouse will drive innovation
and improvement through implementation supports to providers of early childhood services. The
Clearinghouse also provides opportunities for teachers, providers, parents, and others to submit innovative
ideas for consideration and further exploration.  

The Clearinghouse is part of the Oklahoma Partnership for School Readiness (OPSR) comprehensive approach.
The OPSR vision is that all Oklahoma children are safe, healthy, eager to learn and ready to succeed by the time
they enter school. The OPSR mission is to lead Oklahoma in coordinating an early childhood system that
strengthens families and ensures all children are ready for school. www.okschoolreadiness.org

What is the focus, and what are the topic areas and defined outcomes? 
The Clearinghouse focuses on all formal and informal childcare and education services offered across settings
(e.g., center-based; home-based; family, friend, and neighbor care; Head Start; Pre-K and school-aged care)
that serve children from birth through age 8.  The topic areas and defined outcomes will drive the submission
requests and funding recommendations. In the early stages of the Clearinghouse, the focus is on early
childhood settings. However, this may shift as topic areas and defined outcomes change. The Clearinghouse
has a broad focus to prepare children for early childhood success so this makes expansion beyond these
settings a possibility depending on availability of funding sources. 

What is the process for submitting proposals to the Clearinghouse?
The Clearinghouse requests submissions for research-based, practice-based and innovative ideas focused on a
particular topic area and defined outcomes. Once the submission window closes, the Outcomes and Research
Committee and Process and Implementation Committee review and rate the submissions. The ratings and
submission summaries may be posted on the website for anyone to explore further. The Clearinghouse
Committees will recommend the highest rated submissions for
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implementation supports and funding consideration. The Clearinghouse is building strong public/private
partnerships to fund implementation supports. 

The Clearinghouse website was designed with an easy to use point-and-click system to enable users to quickly
identify the most relevant resources for their particular needs. Users can search by topic area, program or type
of tools available (e.g. toolkits, on-line training, manuals, guides, etc.) 

How will the Clearinghouse define best practices? 
Determining what practices are research-based or practice-based can be challenging. This is primarily because
multiple definitions and criteria for determining each have been proposed, without universally accepted
consensus. To add to the confusion, the terms best practices and promising practices have been added to the
discussion without good, clear, universally accepted definitions. Although there is a need for dialogue that
engages both academia and communities to develop universally accepted definitions and criteria, this
discussion may take years to resolve. The sense of urgency about outcomes for children and families cannot
wait. Meanwhile, we created definitions for how the system can move forward now and use what is available. 

Research-Based Submissions:  For this Clearinghouse, a research-based submission must include study
outcomes published in a peer-reviewed journal. For this reason, this category is weighted double, from 2 to 8
rating of the strength of the research evidence supporting a practice or program. A scientific rating of 8
represents a practice with the strongest research evidence and a 2 represents a practice with little evidence.
Some programs do not currently have strong enough research evidence to be rated on the Scientific Rating
Scale and are classified as NR - (Not able to be Rated). 
Practice-Based Submissions: For this Clearinghouse, a practice-based submission may describe guidelines or
practices driven more by industry wisdom, organizations, practice, or other consensus approaches that do not
necessarily include systematic use of research evidence. This scale is also double-weighted, and is a 2 to 8 rating
with 2 being the lowest and 8 being the highest rating. 
Innovative Idea Submissions: For this Clearinghouse, an innovative idea submission describes a plan,
suggestion, or possible course of action that is new and original. However, no research has been conducted and
the idea has not yet been practiced in an early childhood setting. Innovative ideas will not be rated; however,
they will be reviewed and considered for additional development. 

Additional rating categories: 

Sustainability: Practices that can be sustained over time indefinitely. Sustainability includes both financial (i.e.,
funding, costs, etc) and human resources (i.e., community engagement, workforce, leadership, etc). 
Replicability: Practices that can be replicated in other settings and communities. Replicability allows for
providers and communities to learn and grow from one another and allows for widespread use of effective
practices.
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Promotion of diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging:  Practices that provide all individuals the same
access and opportunities to grow, advance and succeed and works to identify and eliminate barriers to
flourishing. The focus here is on the individual, family and community.  

What implementation support is available to providers?  
Implementation support will vary depending on the submission. Some submissions may simply be listed on the
website and available for review and consideration by anyone in the state or nation. For the submissions that
move forward for consideration of implementation, the support could range from something simple like an on-
line training module or implementation guide. Some highly-rated submissions may also result in training,
coaching, fidelity reviews, or a learning collaborative. These are just some ideas, but this will vary based on the
submission and proposal. Support will also vary according to the Process and Implementation’s review and
recommendations and funding.  

Other Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: How do I submit my research, best practice or innovative idea? 
A: The Clearinghouse will request proposals quarterly on selected topic areas and defined outcomes. The
website will include an option to join the mailing list so you can be notified when requests are posted. The
website contains a link to the submission form with instructions. 

Q: Once I complete a submission, how long does it take to discover how it was rated? 
A: The review process could take up to 90 days from the date the submission request window closes. 

Q: This submission form is confusing. Can someone help me complete it? 
A: Yes, Clearinghouse staff are available to assist with completing the form. You can email that request and
someone will schedule a time to discuss your submission. 

Q: I am an Oklahoma early childhood education provider, what supports are available and how do I access
them? 
A: The Clearinghouse is a library of sorts where you can search for information relevant to the topic you are
interested in. The website was designed with an easy to use point-and-click system to enable users to quickly
identify the most relevant resources for their particular needs. Users can search by topic area, program or type
of tools available (e.g. toolkits, on-line training, manuals, guides, etc.).
Besides the website, implementation support will be available for selected programs, training, etc. The website
will eventually include lots of information to help you get started along with contact information for
Clearinghouse staff to assist with implementation. 

Q: Do you work in other states to spread good ideas? 
A: The Clearinghouse is a public website so anyone can review the submissions reviewed along with their
ratings; however, implementation support is limited to Oklahoma providers. 
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Q: Is there anything available to support smaller home based child care centers?
A: Great question! Yes, we want to hear your innovative ideas and see your practice-based submissions.
Clearinghouse staff are available to assist you in completing your submission. As submissions move through the
process and implementation supports are created, we will make these available to all types of early childhood
programs. 

Q: How can I be nominated to be part of the Clearinghouse Committees? 
A: If you are interested in serving on one, please email to okclearinghouse@okschoolreadiness.org. We will
forward to the Nominating and Governance Committee.

Q: What types of relevant supporting documents will be accepted? 
A: Submitters can include annual audit reports, budgets, a 990 form and/or a certificate of incorporation. 
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Outcomes and Research:
Co-Chairs
Chan Hellman, Ph. D 
Mary McCoy, Ph. D

Members
LaDonna Atkins
Marny Dunlap, MD
Stacy Dykstra
Diane Horm, Ph. D
Erin Maher, Ph. D
Bonnie McBride, Ph. D
Emisha Young

Process and Implementation:
Co-Chairs
Paula Gates
Charlotte Hollarn, M. Ed

Members
Nancy vonBargen, MC
Desiree Doherty, MS
Paula Brown, MAEd
Anthony Stafford
Caren Calhoun
Rachel Proper
Dione Smith
Gabrielle Moon

Executive Council:
Justin Brown
Bob Ross
Sarah Roberts
Mary Myrick
Paula Gates
Stacy Dykstra
Chan Hellman
Annie VanHanken
Lana Beasley, Ph. D
Caren Calhoun
Carrie Williams

Committees

Watch Oklahoma Secretary for Human Services and Early
Childhood Initiatives Justin Brown's video

clearinghouse@okschoolreadiness.org
okclearinghouse.org

https://youtu.be/-0RemMWN1_U
https://youtu.be/-0RemMWN1_U
http://okschoolreadiness.org/
mailto:clearinghouse@okschoolreadiness.org
http://okclearinghouse.org/

